
ORIGINAL IN HINDI
Government of India
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
Department of Consumer Affairs

LOK SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. *313
TO BE ANSWERED ON 19.3.2013

PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES

*313. 	SHRI CHANDRAKANT KHAIRE:
(OIH)	SHRI ANJAN KUMAR M. YADAV:

	Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION miHkksDrk ekeys] [kk| vkSj lkoZtfud forj.k ea=h be pleased to state:

(a)	whether the rate of conviction under the existing applicable laws/orders pertaining to 	supply of essential commodities and price control have been relatively less;
(b) 	if so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor indicating the number of raids/searches 	conducted, number of irregularities detected, persons booked and awarded punishment 	during each of the last three years and the current year, State-wise;
(c) 	whether laxity in implementation of the extant rules coupled with lower procurement 	and ineffective Public Distribution System (PDS) have contributed to the rising prices 	of essential commodities; and
(d) 	if so, the details thereof and the corrective steps taken in this regard?
ANSWER
miHkksDrk ekeys] [kk| vkSj lkoZtfud forj.k ea=ky; esa jkT; ea=h ¼Lora= izHkkj½
¼izks% ds0 oh0 FkkWel½

THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) 
FOR CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION
(PROF. K. V. THOMAS)

(a) to (d) :  	 A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 

*****



STATEMENT REFERRED TO REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (d) OF LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *313 FOR 19.3.2013 REGARDING PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(a) & (b) :	The State Governments/ Union Territories Administrations have been delegated powers for effective enforcement and to take necessary action under the provisions of both “The Essential Commodities Act, 1955” and “The Prevention of Blackmarketing and Maintenance of Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980”,  to prevent hoarding and blackmarketing of essential commodities.  The details of the action taken under the Essential Commodities Act, 1955 as reported by the State Governments / Union Territories for the years 2010, 2011, 2012 and upto 15.3.2013 are at Annexure I, II and III respectively.  As reported by some of the States/Union Territories, the main reasons for low prosecution/conviction vis-à-vis number of arrests are as under:

(i) Cases under Essential Commodities Act, 1955 are time consuming and 	laborious in view of the procedural requirement under the Act.
(ii) Heavy pendency of cases, due to which disposal is slow. 

  The State Governments/ Union Territories Administrations are also empowered to detain such persons under the Prevention of Blackmarketing and Maintenance Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980, whose activities are found to be prejudicial to the maintenance of supplies of commodities essential to the community. Details of detention orders made by the State Governments year-wise and state-wise during 2010, 2011 and 2012 (upto 15.03.2013) under the Prevention of Blackmarketing and Maintenance of Supplies of Essential Commodities Act, 1980, are given as under:

	Name  of  the State
	2010
	2011
	2012 and upto 15.03.2013

	Gujarat
	79
	67
	41

	Tamil Nadu
	120
	198
	187

	Orissa
	02
	-
	-

	Maharashtra
	02
	05
	03

	Andhra Pradesh
	01
	-
	-

	Chhattisgarh
	01
	-
	-

	 Total
	205
	270
	231



(c) & (d) : 	There have been no reports of laxity in the implementation of Essential Commodities Act, 1955. Rise in prices of essential commodities is due to various factors such as shortfall in domestic supplies relative to demand, hardening of international prices, changes in consumption pattern, adverse weather conditions etc. 	
         
In order to maintain supplies, securing availability and distribution of essential commodities, Public Distribution System (Control) Order, 2001 has mandated the State and Union Territories Governments to carry out all required action to ensure smooth functioning of Targeted Public Distribution System and also to take action against those indulging in malpractices in Targeted Public Distribution System. Action taken by States/ Union Territories under Public Distribution System (Control) Order, 2001 during the last three years, State-wise, is at Annexure IV.
*****

ANNEXURE-I

STATEMENT REFERRED TO REPLY TO PARTS (a) & (b) OF LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *313 FOR 19.3.2013 REGARDING PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES.

ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES ACT, 1955
(Relating to offences under E.C. Act other than violation of stock control orders)
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM STATES/UTs UPTO 31.12.2010

	SL. NO. 
	STATE/UTs
	No. of raids 
	No. of persons arrested 
	No. of persons prosecuted 
	No. of persons convicted 
	Value of goods confiscated 
	Reported upto 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	(Rs. In Lakhs)
	 

	1
	ANDHRA PRADESH
	10253
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	144.96
	Dec. - A

	2
	ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
	69
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	May

	3
	ASSAM 
	332
	29
	20
	10
	NIL
	Aug. -B

	4
	BIHAR
	65
	24
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Oct. -C

	5
	CHATTISGARH
	211
	1
	18
	14
	757.58
	August -D

	6
	DELHI 
	66
	15
	28
	4
	NIL
	Dec.

	7
	GOA 
	82
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec.-E

	8
	GUJARAT
	30296
	139
	88
	17
	428.99
	Dec.

	9
	HARAYANA
	167
	49
	5
	NIL
	361.62
	Oct.

	10
	HIMACHAL PRADESH
	22353
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	11.62
	Nov.

	11
	JAMMU & KASHMIR
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	12
	JHARKHAND
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	13
	KARNATAKA
	2016
	138
	NIL
	2
	317.78
	Oct.

	14
	KERALA
	26603
	33
	22
	3
	21.931
	Dec.

	15
	MADHYA PRADESH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	16
	MAHARASTRA
	1820
	2717
	1543
	NIL
	1139.46
	Nov.

	17
	MANIPUR
	9
	5
	5
	5
	0.47
	Dec.

	18
	MEGHALAYA
	64
	7
	6
	3
	0.91
	Nov.

	19
	MIZORAM
	84
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	0.11
	Nov. -F

	20
	NAGALAND
	2
	26
	NIL
	NIL
	0.39
	Sept.

	21
	ORISSA
	60155
	6
	258
	NIL
	5.29
	Nov.- G

	22
	PUNJAB
	213
	21
	13
	9
	1.27
	Dec.

	23
	RAJASTHAN
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	24
	SIKKIM
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec.

	25
	TAMIL NADU
	18894
	6995
	1257
	43
	708.69
	Dec.

	26
	TRIPURA
	245
	7
	7
	NIL
	7.07
	Oct.

	27
	UTTARAKHAND
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	28
	UTTAR PRADESH
	29723
	558
	1211
	NIL
	6262.85
	Sept.

	29
	WEST BENGAL
	222
	100
	20
	NIL
	281.41
	Dec.

	30
	ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS 
	193
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Sept.

	31
	CHANDIGARH
	10
	9
	NIL
	NIL
	9.16
	Oct.- H

	32
	DADRA & NAGAR HAVELI
	1
	1
	NIL
	NIL
	35
	Dec.

	33
	DAMAN & DIU 
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	July  -I

	34
	LAKSHADWEEP 
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec.- J

	35
	PUDUCHERRY
	635
	26
	38
	51
	4.18
	Oct.

	 
	TOTAL
	204783
	10906
	4539
	161
	10500.741
	 



A. - Except Sept., 2010				G.- Except Oct., 2010
B. - Except Feb., Apr., May, 2010  		H. - Except Aug.,2010
C. - Except Mar., 2010				I.  - Only July, 2010
D. - Except Jan.,Feb.,Jun & July. 2010		J.  - Except July,Sep.,Oct.,Nov.,  2010                  	
E.  - Except Nov., 2010				 Updated as on 23.02.2011
F.  - Except July & Aug.,2010



ANNEXURE – II

STATEMENT REFERRED TO REPLY TO PARTS (a) & (b) OF LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *313 FOR 19.3.2013 REGARDING PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES.

ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES ACT, 1955
( Relating to offences under E.C. Act - for  other than violation of stock control orders/ for violation of stock control orders)
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM STATES/UTs FOR THE YEAR 2011 (Upto 31.12.2011)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SL. NO. 
	STATE/UTs
	No. of raids 
	No. of persons arrested 
	No. of persons prosecuted 
	No. of persons convicted 
	Value of goods confiscated 
	Reported upto 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	(Rs. In Lakhs)
	 

	1
	ANDHRA PRADESH 
	14901
	32
	21
	0
	614.51
	Dec.

	2
	ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	3
	ASSAM 
	269
	4
	131
	NIL
	71.25
	June/ Not Reported

	4
	BIHAR
	38
	16
	-
	-
	-
	May

	5
	CHATTISGARH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	6
	DELHI 
	38
	14
	5
	1
	0.13
	Dec./ April

	7
	GOA 
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec.

	8
	GUJARAT
	31463
	137
	81
	-
	315.93
	Dec.

	9
	HARAYANA
	120
	162
	41
	-
	26.73
	Dec./ Not Reported

	10
	HIMACHAL PRADESH
	1723
	1
	-
	-
	0.60
	Jan./ Not Reported

	11
	JAMMU & KASHMIR
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	12
	JHARKHAND
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	13
	KARNATAKA
	1506
	186
	0
	0
	40.76
	Dec./ Not Reported

	14
	KERALA
	32472
	11
	6
	0
	4.931
	Dec.

	15
	MADHYA PRADESH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	16
	MAHARASTRA
	3953
	3275
	2587
	NIL
	4461.84
	Dec./Aug.

	17
	MANIPUR
	10
	10
	4
	4
	3.64
	Dec.

	18
	MEGHALAYA
	38
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Sept.

	19
	MIZORAM
	306
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Not Reported/ Dec.

	20
	NAGALAND
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Nov.

	21
	ORISSA
	61287
	6
	287
	-
	25.438
	Oct./ Not Reported

	22
	PUNJAB
	515
	5
	4
	2
	2.05
	Dec./ Not Reported

	23
	RAJASTHAN
	34
	4
	0
	0
	4.42
	Jan./ Not Reported

	24
	SIKKIM
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	March/ Not Reported

	25
	TAMIL NADU
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	26
	TRIPURA
	203
	3
	NIL
	NIL
	6.56
	Oct./ Not Reported

	27
	UTTARAKHAND
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	28
	UTTAR PRADESH
	30208
	488
	1264
	-
	1124.94
	Aug./ Not Reported

	29
	WEST BENGAL
	188
	102
	23
	-
	421.58
	Dec./ Not Reported

	30
	ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS 
	256
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	July

	31
	CHANDIGARH
	14
	12
	1
	-
	5.122
	Oct.

	32
	DADRA & NAGAR HAVELI
	13
	9
	-
	-
	31.04
	Sept./ Dec.

	33
	DAMAN & DIU 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	34
	LAKSHADWEEP 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported/ Nov.

	35
	PUDUCHERRY
	1230
	21
	31
	23
	3.3358
	Dec.

	 
	TOTAL
	180785
	4498
	4486
	30
	7164.8068
	 

	
 Updated as on 2.03.2012









ANNEXURE-III

STATEMENT REFERRED TO REPLY TO PARTS (a) & (b) OF LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *313 FOR 19.3.2013 REGARDING PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES.
ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES ACT, 1955
( Relating to offences under E.C. Act - for  other than violation of stock control orders/ for violation of stock control orders)
                  INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM STATES/UTs FOR THE YEAR 2012 AND UPTO 15.03.2013
	SL. NO. 
	STATE/UTs
	No. of raids 
	No. of persons arrested 
	No. of persons prosecuted 
	No. of persons convicted 
	Value of goods confiscated 
	Reported upto 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	(Rs. In Lakhs)
	 

	1
	ANDHRA PRADESH 
	9847
	45
	0
	0
	788.77
	July

	2
	ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	3
	ASSAM 
	1122
	1
	2
	NIL
	30.07
	Nov. / June

	4
	BIHAR
	59
	29
	-
	-
	43.75
	July / March

	5
	CHATTISGARH
	186
	0
	23
	5
	102.96
	June / Not Reported

	6
	DELHI 
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	August / Not Reported

	7
	GOA 
	55
	4
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec.

	8
	GUJARAT
	21868
	67
	36
	-
	225.25
	Dec. / Nov.

	9
	HARAYANA
	68
	63
	20
	3
	40.21
	Dec. / July

	10
	HIMACHAL PRADESH
	7663
	2
	-
	365
	20.14
	March / Not Reported

	11
	JAMMU & KASHMIR
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	12
	JHARKHAND
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	13
	KARNATAKA
	784
	69
	0
	0
	21.22
	Dec. / Not Reported

	14
	KERALA
	26285
	2
	0
	0
	0
	Dec.

	15
	MADHYA PRADESH
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	16
	MAHARASTRA
	1515
	2234
	1386
	0
	20222.19
	Dec. / Not Reported

	17
	MANIPUR
	18
	16
	6
	2
	12.508
	Oct.

	18
	MEGHALAYA
	138
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	May.

	19
	MIZORAM
	172
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Not Reported / Dec.

	20
	NAGALAND
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec. / Nov.

	21
	ORISSA
	34753
	2
	107
	'-
	4.968
	Sept. / Not Reported

	22
	PUNJAB
	120
	1
	1
	1
	2.09
	April / Not Reported

	23
	RAJASTHAN
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	24
	SIKKIM
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	May / Not Reported

	25
	TAMIL NADU
	3286
	1030
	590
	29
	184.65
	June / Not Reported

	26
	TRIPURA
	146
	2
	1
	NIL
	3.40
	June / Not Reported

	27
	UTTARAKHAND
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	28
	UTTAR PRADESH
	25524
	273
	984
	6
	1112.71
	August / Not Reported

	29
	WEST BENGAL
	561
	264
	153
	-
	245.06
	Dec. 

	30
	ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS 
	211
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Dec.

	31
	CHANDIGARH
	4
	16
	-
	-
	0.16
	July

	32
	DADRA & NAGAR HAVELI
	5
	13
	5
	-
	21.98
	Not Reported / Nov.

	33
	DAMAN & DIU 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Not Reported

	34
	LAKSHADWEEP 
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	NIL
	Not Reported / March

	35
	PUDUCHERRY
	1430
	71
	100
	2
	12.606
	Nov.

	 
	TOTAL
	135820
	4204
	3414
	413
	23094.692
	 

	
 Updated as on 15.3.2013



ANNEXURE-IV

STATEMENT REFERRED TO REPLY TO PARTS (c) & (d) OF LOK SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. *313 FOR 19.3.2013 REGARDING PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES.

STATEMENT SHOWING YEAR-WISE ACTION TAKEN BY THE STATE/UNION TERRITORIES GOVERNMENTS UNDER THE PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM (CONTROL) ORDER, 2001 FOR THE YEAR 2010, 2011 AND 2012.
	Sl.
No.
	Name of the State/UT
	Year
	Number of inspections
	Number of raids conducted
	Number of persons arrested/
prosecuted/
convicted
	Number of FPS 
Licenses suspended/
Cancelled/
Show cause notices issued/FIR
lodged

	1
	Andhra Pradesh
	2010
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	2
	Arunachal 
Pradesh
	2010
	111
	00
	00
	07

	
	
	2011
	21	
	151
	0
	01

	
	
	2012
	0
	12
	0
	00

	3
	Assam
	2010
	2363
	349
	05
	89

	
	
	2011
	3361
	1454
	200
	129

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	4
	Bihar
	2010
	64332
	81
	31
	7721

	
	
	2011
	70927
	51
	49
	8926

	
	
	2012
	38253
	50
	23
	5890

	5
	Chattisgarh
	2010
	31123
	694
	20
	547

	
	
	2011
	27503
	285
	07
	215

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	6
	Delhi
	2010
	65
	57
	24
	08

	
	
	2011
	110
	26
	09
	78

	
	
	2012
	29
	00
	00
	28

	7
	Goa
	2010
	366
	00
	00
	10

	
	
	2011
	344
	00
	00
	51

	
	
	2012
	211
	00
	00
	16

	8
	Gujarat
	2010
	15508
	00
	143
	338

	
	
	2011
	20005
	00
	139
	316

	
	
	2012
	13221
	00
	39
	183

	9
	Haryana
	2010
	5972
	388
	32
	2160

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	10
	Himachal
Pradesh
	2010
	24009
	00
	01
	2458

	
	
	2011
	35933
	00
	08
	00

	
	
	2012
	15741
	00
	02
	00

	11
	J&K
	2010
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	12
	Jharkhand
	2010
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	13
	Karnataka
	2010
	67671
	23687
	175
	347

	
	
	2011
	78030
	1334
	157
	162

	
	
	2012
	47311
	689
	55
	47

	14
	Kerala
	2010
	73985
	21164
	49
	151

	
	
	2011
	43568
	4102
	06
	54

	
	
	2012
	88350
	5137
	02
	81

	15
	Madhya Pradesh
	2010
	90172
	2078
	60
	00

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	16
	Maharashtra
	2010
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2011
	45446
	5054
	116
	907

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*




	17
	Manipur
	2010
	101
	00
	00
	00

	
	
	2011
	44
	00
	00
	00

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	18
	Meghalaya
	2010
	897
	65
	07
	69

	
	
	2011
	1288
	39
	00
	18

	
	
	2012
	324
	07
	00
	02

	19
	Mizoram
	2010
	353
	246
	00
	24

	
	
	2011
	366
	340
	02
	10

	
	
	2012
	258
	187
	00
	03

	20
	Nagaland
	2010
	197
	08
	00
	00

	
	
	2011
	299
	14
	00
	00

	
	
	2012
	69
	03
	00
	01

	21
	Odisha
	2010
	00
	56341
	245
	1643

	
	
	2011
	00
	73523
	368
	2722

	
	
	2012
	00
	22529
	91
	741

	22
	Punjab
	2010
	29157
	5864
	08
	1335

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	23
	Rajasthan

	2010
	00
	359
	214
	00

	
	
	2011
	00
	489
	283
	00

	
	
	2012
	00
	94
	117
	00

	24
	Sikkim
	2010
	87
	00
	00
	00

	
	
	2011
	00
	00
	00
	00

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	25
	Tamil Nadu
	2010
	239993
	27485
	3981
	00

	
	
	2011
	234103
	13779
	1290
	00

	
	
	2012
	184677
	10290
	2340
	00

	26
	Tripura
	2010
	12379
	419
	12
	760

	
	
	2011
	7027
	186
	42
	590

	
	
	2012
	7520
	311
	00
	605

	27
	Uttarakhand
	2010
	10853
	5419
	45
	181

	
	
	2011
	8513
	4258
	27
	159

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	28
	Uttar
Pradesh
	2010
	194259
	40124
	2375
	10619

	
	
	2011
	44152
	11693
	653
	3523

	
	
	2012
	76458
	19226
	976
	5302

	29
	West
Bengal
	2010
	17257
	415
	05
	894

	
	
	2011
	19378
	405
	58
	1154

	
	
	2012
	7703
	151
	01
	495

	30
	A&N
Islands
	2010
	263
	00
	00
	15

	
	
	2011
	90
	00
	03
	09

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	31
	Chandigarh
	2010
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2011
	14
	03
	03
	00

	
	
	2012
	00
	00
	00
	00

	32
	D&N
Haveli
	2010
	43
	00
	00
	04

	
	
	2011	
	72
	40
	08
	03

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	33
	Daman & Diu
	2010
	18
	00
	00
	19

	
	
	2011
	*
	*
	*
	*

	
	
	2012
	*
	*
	*
	*

	34
	Lakshadweep
	2010
	02
	02
	00
	00

	
	
	2011
	00
	00
	00
	00

	
	
	2012
	00
	00
	00
	00

	35
	Puducherry
	2010
	646
	337
	09
	03

	
	
	2011
	496
	615
	22
	01

	
	
	2012
	125
	420
	95
	00

	Total
	2010
	882182
	185582
	7441
	29402

	
	2011
	641090
	117841
	3450
	19028

	
	2012
	480250
	59106
	3741
	13394

	Grand Total=2010+2011+2012 
	2003522
	362529
	14632
	61824


* Information not provided

